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On the 9th of November 2023, we mark 85
years to the Kristallnacht (Night of Broken
Glass or The November pogrom).
The Kristallnacht occurred between the 9th
and the 10th of November 1938, in
Germany and in Austria. 
On that night, the Nazi party initiated
violent riots. Jews were murdered and
synagogues, Jewish shops and houses
were demolished.   
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Walter Laqueur and Judith Tydor Baumel-Schwartz, The Holocaust Encyclopedia (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2001), p. 386.

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

The November Pogrom was one of the major anti-Semitic occurrences,
which aimed to exclude  the Jews from the German economy. 
The cause given for these anti-Semitic and violent outbursts was the
assassination of the German diplomat Ernst vom Rath by a 17 year old
Jewish boy named Herschel Grynszpan, on the 7th of November in
Paris. 
Hundreds of synagogues, Jewish shops and homes were burned. The firemen
were ordered to prevent the fire from spreading to the other buildings but not
to extinguish the fire. 
The S.A and the Hitler youth across the nation, smashed the windows of more
than 7,500 shops, and looted their merchandize. 
The Night of Broken Glass got his name due to all the shattered glass from the
Jewish shops, synagogues and homes.   4
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The Synagogue in Baden Baden

The Synagogue in Fasanenstrasse

A Synagogue in Berlin
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Ruins in Berlin

The pictures are from:

After the pogrom, the Nazi government made an announcement that the Jews
are the ones to blame for the violent riots, thus they will have to pay the
tremendous fine of billion Reichsmark. 
Moreover, the Reich forbade the German insurance companies to help the Jews
who were also forced to clean all the debris off the streets.
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Shops in Berlin after the
pogrom
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Articles from November 1938 on the pogrom

from the wiener archive
press cuttings collection 



An article from
The Daily Telegraph, 
November 15th 1938

An article from The News Chronicle,
November 23th 1938
The denial of Goebbels upon harming
the Jews



An article from the Daily Telegraph
 November 15th 1938

The burning of synagogues and Jewish homes



An article from the Daily Express
November 15th 1938
Goebbels:”Poor Jew is doing well”



Testimony of
Rosten P. 
about the pogrom



 

 
Act of courage

The saving of the synagogue in Wörlitz on November 10th, 1938



This summary is based on an article in the Jüdische Allgemeine, from November 1st, 2011.

The little synagogue in Wörlitz had been built by Duke Leopold the III in 1789/90 and gifted to the local Jewish
community of 140 members.

The German comedian Dieter Hallervorden recounts the story of what his grandfather Hans, a garden
inspector in the royal park of Wörlitz, did on November 10th, 1938.
Hans had just returned from a long and exhausting trip and wished to go to sleep. Since he was a dutiful
person, he did his nightly round in “his” park. What he discovered left him with an uneasy feeling. It was 11 pm
and the light was still on in the synagogue. He went to investigate and found two suspicious looking men
inside. He immediately understood what they were up to – the day before, the synagogue in Dessau had been
burned down during the pogrom. Preparations have already been made: wood pieces were on the floor and
gasoline containers stood ready for use. 

Hallervorden shouted at them and tried to force them out. A brave woman from the neighborhood came to his
help. Together, they managed to chase them away and the synagogue remained unharmed. For the rest of the
night, Hans stayed in the synagogue to guard the place.

Two weeks later, due to pressure by the Nazis, he was fired from his position.

Act of courage- The saving of the synagogue in Wörlitz on November 10th, 1938

https://www.juedische-allgemeine.de/politik/mutiger-opa-stolzer-enkel/


 The synagogue in Wörlitz TODAY


